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On  the  granite  face  of  6,000- 
foot  Mount  Rushmore  in  the  Black 
Hills  of  South  Dakota,  carved  in 
dimensions  symbolic  of  great- 
ness,   are    memorialized    four 
American  Presidents  who  upheld 
the    rights    and    dignities    of   the 
common  man.  Boldly  American  in 
size  and  scope,  Mount  Rushmore 
portrays  through  these  likeness- 
es   the    beginnings   and  trials  of 
the    Nation    during    its    first    cen- 
tury and    a   quarter.  Washington 
represents    the    fight    for    liberty 
and    the    birth    of    the    Republic. 
Jefferson     is     the     expression 
of   this    country's    political    phi- 
losophy.   Lincoln    embodies   the 
preservation    of    the    Union,    and 
Theodore  Roosevelt  depicts   the 
expansion    and    conservation    of 
the    Nation  as  it  is  today. 
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President  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864  signed  an  Act  of 
Congress  granting  the  Yosemite  Valley  and  the 
Mariposa  Grove  of  Giant  Sequoias  to  the  State  of 
California  to  "be  held  for  public  use,  resort,  and  recrea- 
tion .  .  .  inalienable  for  all  time."  Thus  was  created 
the  first  "state  park"  in  America  and  the  initial  step  in 
the  development  of  national  parks.  This  farsighted 
action  of  a  century  ago  makes  it  possible  for  you  to  enjoy 
this  magnificent  area  today. 
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